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COMMUNICATIONS. than Atheism ; for Atheism, though it takes a-|on evidence is not 4 virtue, nor unbelief a vice: 





stiTion”’ I send you for publication. 
you have the same high opinion of its merits and the 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
wnw 


SUPERSTITION. 
Mr. Eviror,—The following ** LEtTtER on SurFR- 
If on perusing it 


great truths it contains that all have who have read it, 
{ doubt not but that you will give it a conspicuous place 
in your interesting paper the very first opportunity. It 
is from the pen of the justly celebrated Wm. Pitt, 


Earl of Chatham, and on that account is worthy of 


more than common notice. It was first published in 
the ** London Journal of 1733,” and was addressed to 
the ** Multifarious sects of Great Britain.’ It will how- 


ever serve perhaps without the least alteration for al] 
countries not even excepting the United States of Ame- 
rica, and should it have a tendency towards advancing 


the cause of Truth and Humanity, and extending the 
empire of Reason, the republication of it cannot be 
sonsidered as vain and unprofitable. 


sblige your correspondent 
“ww 


MURRAY. 


‘Pure Religion and undefiled before God, and 


the Father, is this, to visit the fatherless und wid- 
ows in their affliction, and to keep one’s self un- 


votted from the world.”°—James i. 27. 
Gentlemen,—Whoever takes a view of the 


world will find, that what the greatest part of 


mankind have agreed to call Religion has been 
only some outward exercise, esteemed sufficient 
to work a reconciliation with God. It has moved 
them to build temples, slay victims, offer up sac- 
rifices ; to fast and feast; to petition and thank ; 
to laugh and cry; to sing and sigh by turns; but 
it has not yet been found sufficient to induce 
them to break offan amour, to make restitution 
of ill gotten wealth, or to bring the passions 
and appetites to a reasonable subjection. Dif- 
fer as much as they may in opinion concerning 
what they ought to believe, or after what man- 
ner they are to serve God, as they callit, yet 
they allagree in gratifying their appetites The 
same passion reigns eternally in all countries, 
and in all ages; Jew and Mahometan, the Chris- 
tian and the Pagan, the Tartar and the Indian, 
all kinds of men, who differ in almost every 
thing else, universally agree with regard to 
their passions; if there be any difference among 
them, it 4 this, that the more superstitious are 
they, always the more vicious; and the more 
they believe, the less they practice. This is a 
melancholy consideration to a good mind; it is 
a most terrible truth; and certainly above all 
things, worth our while to inquire into. We 
will therefore, probe the wound, and search it 
to the bottom; we will lay the axe to the root 
of the tree; and show you the true reason why 
men go on in sinning and repenting, repenting 
and sinning again, through the whole course of 
their lives; and the reason is, because they 
have been taught, most wickedly taught, that 
Religion and Virtue are two things absolutely 
distinct ; that the deficiency of one might be 


supplied with the sufficiency of the other; and 
that what you want in Virtue, you must make} 


up in Religion. But this religion, se dishonora 
ble to God, and so pernicious to men, is worse 


It will at least 


his duty. 





way one great motive to support virtue in dis- 
tress, yet it furnishes no man with arguments to 
be vicious ; but superstition, is the greatest posst- 
ble encouragement to vice, by setting up something 
as religion, which shall atone and commute for the 
want of virtue. This is establishing iniquity by 
a law, the highest law; by authority, the high- 
est authority; that of God himself. We com- 
plain of the vices of the world, and’of the wiek- 
edness of men, without searching into the true 
cause. It is not because they are wicked by na- 
ture, for that is both false and impious ; but be- 
cause, to serve the purposes of their pretended 
soul-savers, they have been carefully taught 
that they are wicked by nature, and cannot help 
continuing so. It would have been impossible 
for men to have been both religious ‘anu vicious, 
had religion been made to consist wherein alone 
it does consist,and had they been always taught 
that true religien is the practice of virtue in obedi- 
ence to the wiil of God, who presides over all things 
and will finally make every man happy who does 


This single opinion in religion, that things are 
so well made by the Deity, that virtue is its own 
reward, and that happiness will ever arise from 
acting according to the reason of things; or 
that God, ever wise and good, will provide some 
extraordinary happiness for those who sufler 
for virtue’s sake, is enough to support a man 
under all difficulties, to keep him steady to his 
duty, and to enable him to stand as firm asa 
rock, amidst all the charms of pleasure, profit, 
and honour. But this religion of reason, which 
all men are capable of, has been neglected and 
condemned, and another set, the natural conse- 
quences of which have puzzled men’s under- 
standings, and debauched their morals, more 
than all the lewd poets and atheistical philoso- 
phers that ever infested the world ; for, instead 
of being taught that religion consists in action, 





or obedience to the eternal moral law of God, 


faith is not a voluntary act ; it does not depend 
upon the will; every nan must believe or disbe- 
lieve, whether he will or not, according as evi- 
dence appearstohim. If, therefore, men, how- 
ever dignified or distinguished, command us to 
believe, they are guilty of the highest folly and 
absurdity, because it is out of our power ; but 
if they command us to believe, and annex ré- 
wards to belief, and severe penalties to unbelief, 
then are they most wicked and immoral, because 
they annex rewards and punishments to what is 
involuntary, and therefore neither rewardable 
nor punishable. It appears then very plainly 
unreasonable and unjust to command us to be- 
lieve any doctrine, good or bad, wise or unwise ; 
but when men command us to believe opinions 
which have not only no tendency to promote 
virtue, but which are allowed to commute or 
atone for the want of it, then are they arrived 
at the utmost reach of impiety; then is their 
iniquity full ; then have they finished the misery 
and completed the destruction of poor mortal 
men; by betraying the interest of virtue, they 
have undermined and sapped the foundation of 
all human happiness ; and how treacherously and 
dreadfully have they egg et it! A gift well 
applied: the chattering of some unintelligent 
sounds called creeds; an unfeigned assent and 
consent to whatever the church enjoins; relig- 
ious worships and consecrated feasts; repenting 
on a death-bed; pardons rightly sued out,and‘ab- 
solutions authoritatively given ; have done more 
toward making and continuing men vicious than 
all their natural passions and infidelity put to- 
gether; for infidelity can only take away the 
supernatural rewards of yirtue, but these super- 
stitious opinions and practices have not only 
turned the scene, and made men lose sight of 
the natural rewards of it, but have induced them 
to think, that were there no hereafter, viee 
would be preferable to virtue, and that they 
still increase in happiness as they increase in 


we have been most gravely and venerably told, | wickedness ; and this they have been taught in 
that it consists in the belief of certain opinions, | several religious discourses and sermons, deliv- 


which we could form no ideas of, or which were 
contrary to the clear perceptions of our minds, 
or, which is much worse, had a manifest ten- 
dency to make us wicked and immoral. And 
belief, this impious belief, arising from imposi- 





tion on one side, and from want of examination 
on the other, has been called: by the sacred, 
name of religion; whereas real genuine religion | 
consists in knowledge and obedience. We know! 
there is a God, and we know his will, which is, ' 
that we should do all the good we can; and we 
are assured, from his perfections, that we shall, 
find our own good in so doing. And what would 
we have more? Are we, atter so much inquiry, 
and in an age full of liberty, children sll? And 
cannot we be quiet, unless we have holy roman- | 
ces, sacred fables, and traditionary tales, to a-_ 
muse us in an idle hour, and give rest to our 
souls, when our follies and vices will not suffer 
as to rest? 

You have been taught, indeed, that right be-' 


ered by men whose orthodoxy was never doubt- 
ed: particularly by alate reverend prelate, I 
mean Bishop Atterbury, in his sermon on these 
words ; * If in this life only be hope, then we 
are of all men most miserable ;” where vice 
and faith ride most lovingly and triumphantly 
together. 3 
3ut these doctrines of the natural excellency 
of vice, the efficacy of a right belief, the dignity 
of atonement and propitiation, have, besides de- 
priving us of the native beauty and charms of 
honesty, and thus cruelly stabbing virtue to the 
heart, raised and diffused among men a certain 
unnatural passion, which we shall call religious 
hatred; a hatred, constant, deep-rooted. and im- 
mortal. | All other passions rise and fall, die and 
revive again; but this of religious and pious 
hatred rises and grows every day s{ronger upo 
the mind as we grow more religious; because 
we hate for God’s sake, for our soul’s sake, and 
for the sake of these poor souls toe, who have 


lief, or orthodoxy, will, like charity, cover a the misfortune not to believe as we do. And 
multitude of sins; but be not deceived ; belief of can we in so good a cause, hate too mach? The 


ior mere assent to, the truth of propositions up-| 


more thoroughly we hate, the better we are ; 
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and the mere mischiel we do to tlhe Lodies aud estates 
of those infidels and heretics, the more do we show our 
love to God.—This is religious zeal, and this has been 
called divinity ; but remember that the only true di- 
vinily ts humanily. —, Stan 
FOR THB MAGAZINE. 
whaw 
Mr. Eprror,—We are fully persuaded that the all-| 
interesting subject of the resurrection demands an abler 
pen than ours to add light to the scripture account ; 
but since called upon by a writer on page 188, to re-; 
concile certain texts with the morfali/y of man, we, 
cheerfully expose our views with the hope of being cor- 
rected. 





We are referred to Luke xxiii. 45, the 5th and 12th 
chapters of 2d Corinthians, and Phil. i. 23, as evidence | 
of the immortality of man; not through the resurrec | 
tion, but through a part of us which escapes the iron 
grasp of death, familiarly called the nerer dy:ng soul. 
This we take to be the writer’s meaning, becanse he 
professes to believe the common opinion of christians 
on this particular; but we are not certain that we un- 
derstand him correctly, for he says; ‘‘1 would ask an 
explanation of some of those passages of scripture which 
seem to imply an existence of the soul separate from 
that of the body ;” this is consistent with the common 
doctrine ; but he adds; **To me it appears that our 
Saviour’s reply to the thief on the cross carries in it the 
idea of ap immediate and happy resurreclion after the 
close of this state of being.”’ This contradicts the com- 
mon opinion which places the resurrection in a remote 
future period. From the next sentence it would seem 
as if the soul passed at death from a mortal to an im- 
mortal body; and from the following sentence with the 
connection that the resurrection simply means a sepa- 
ration of soul and body. We ask an explanation ; and 
shall therefore now only notice the common opinion as 
deduced from the texts to which we are referred. 

Luke xxiii. 43, cannot affect the question so long as 
a different punctuation will alter the meaning; in the 
improved version it reads thus; ‘‘ Verily 1 say unto 
thee to-day ; thou shalt be with me in paradise ;”° this 
leaves the time indefinite. To the common punctua- 
tion we oppose the words of Jesus to Mary on the morn- 
ing of his resurrection; ‘* touch me not for I am not 
yet ascended to my Father.” Consistent with this 
Jesus must have ascended and descended again the same 
day, forin the evening he joined his disciples and 
** showed them his hands and his side.” Paul observes, 
2 Cor. vy. 2, **In this (earthly house) we groan, earn- 
estly desiring to be clothed upon with our house from 
heaven.”? What groans; the man or his soul? “P.L.S.” 
understands the latter. Before we decide, let us com- 
pare ver. 4th with 1 Cor. xv. 53; ‘ Not that we would 
be unclothed, but clothed upon’’—this corruptibie must 
put on incorruption.” Clothed upon—put on incor- 
ruption ; what! incorruption encircle corruption ? No; 
Jesus will *‘ change our vile bedy,” or in other words, 
** we shall be changed” ; because we are ** not that bo- 
dy that shall be,” which is prepared for us in the pur- 
pose of Him, who will quicken our mortal bodies by 
Christ, and fashion them like unto his glorious body. 

The passage in 2 Cor. xii. 3, presents no difficulty, 
as, it is presumed, that Jesus when fransfigured was 
sut of the natural or animal body ; when he exhibited 
the immortal state to his disciples on the mount. We 
conclude that he who is commissioned ‘* to deliver the 
whole creation from the bondage of corruption,” as 
yell as himself; might change Paul; translate him to 
the third heavens, retranslate and change him back a- 
gain with perfect ease. For the correctness of this o- 
pinion, see 2 Peter i, 14—18; ‘* Knowing that shortly 
i must put off my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 
Christ shewed me—when we were witb him in the holy 
mount.” Phil. i. 23, ‘*I am ina strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ ; which 
is far better; nevertheless te abide im the fesh is more 
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needful for you.” This seems to favour the common | delectable thunder roll with infinite power througé ali 
doctrine, or rather the opinion that some rise immedi- | the mansion of the dead—earth’s sleeping millions wake 


ately into immortality at death ; but how will either of 
these interpretations agree with 1 Thess. iv. 13; ** But 
I would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerniug 
them which are asleep.” Why did not Paul say, them | 








fram the long slumbers of death, but awake all im- 


mortal ; equal to angels; and brilliant as the star of 
day. The living find themselves wonderfully trans 


formed—their senses all refined—light and as lucid as 


whose bodies are asleep. Again, what does he mean | air—as flexible and impecable as spiritual beings —more 
by ‘* others which have no hope,” if we can exist in a, quick and less confined than the flaming comet, from a 
future state without a resurrection? If the soul be a-' transforming world illuminated by the glories of the res- 
wake, why sorrow about the sleep of the body? Dr. ‘urrection morn they rise, to meet the express image ot 
Priestly says, that the immortality of the soul was taught, the invisible God; enthroned on clouds of light, to be 


m the Pagan schools before the christian era. Come, 


forever with him; and with him to visit the celestial 


'mon opinion says, that, at the resurrection Je&us (or! courts of the Father of the universe, that blessed and 


God) will bring the souls of his saints with him, from | only Potentate, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords; 


heaven, to enter their immortal bodies ; but Paul says, 
‘If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so! 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him ;*? not from heaven but from the dead, as ** Jesus 
died and rose again ;*’ and by this process ‘** broug/it 
life and immortality to light,” and taught us to build} 
our hopes of future life on the resurrection ; for Abra-, 
ham, Isaac and Jacob must be raised in order to live; 
unto God ; as well as the man after God’s own heart, } 





Peter. ** The Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with 
the trump of God; and (as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive) the dead in Christ shall 
rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so (not without the resurrection) 
shall we ever be wiih the Lord.’> Now the question is, 
did Paul expect when he departed this life, to be with 
the Lord before the time of the resurrection.of the 
dead. As,in the sleep of death thousands of years 
would pass as quick as the twinkling of an eye; we 
might expect to hear him say, ‘* absent trom the body, 
present with the Lord.’’ This looks as ir there was 
but one step from the mortal to the immortal state, 
without an intermediate ene. Jesus is doubtless in a 
resurrection state ; is it reasonable then to suppose, that 
Paul expected to be with his Lord in a different state ; 
especially since he has included himself in one of the 
two classes mentioned 1 Thess. ivy. 17, whom he de- 
scribes as living, or sleeping. If we mistake not, Paul 
explains the phrase “living soul.’ 1 Cor. xv. 45 quoted 
from Gen. ii. 7, to mean the same as natural (or ani- 
mal body. Interpret this verse by its connection, and 
the common opinion will be expleded. Some insulate 
this passage and bend it to a forced construction of 
that in Genesis, and say, ‘‘ God breathed into man 
spiritual life, which he lost by transgression ; which in- 
volved his soul in a death of trespasses and sins. Al- 
though we believe that Adam died a moral death as a 
consequence of eating ‘* forbidden fruit,” yet, we are 
obliged to explain the phrase ** breath of life” by ani- 
mal life; because the same expression is so used in 
Gen. vii. 22; Job xxxiii. 4; Eccl. iii. 19, and in many 
other places. 

It seems that our friend ‘“*P.L. 5.’ can have “no 
hopes of life and immortality,’ if Zuista’s sentiments 
be correct; be it so; but on what are his hopes found- 
ed, but a memory which decays with age, and some- 
times expires before life? Now, suppose this changea- 
ble soul on which ‘the dearest hopes” of our brother 
are placed, should not be ehanged by putting on im- 
mortatity, (being already immortal as to existence,) 
but should continue in the next life as it does in this, 
to lose its memory ; what would finally become of his 
‘* dearest hopes,”? and what use would his immortal 
soul be to him after its memory had become entirely 
extinct? With Paul we prefer a change; and think 
we shal] be the gainer by exchanging an old, changea- 





ble, mortal constitution for an immortal one, entirely 
new. Call death a sleep, from which we shall awake ; 
or suppose ourselves one of that number who shall re- 
main till the coming of Christ. The time arrives—from 


who has not yet ascended into heaven according to, 





opening heavens the Saviour comes—He speaks ; and 





who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen. 
nor can see; to whom be honor and power everlasting. 
Amen. 

We unreservedly give it as our opinion, that in man, 
motion, life, thought, consciousness, mind and memo- 
ry all mean the same; that nothing passes from the 
mortal to our immortal constitution, but those qualities 
which compose our minds, or which constitute con- 
sciousness of past and present existence ; because we 
cannot on any other known principles, explain and de- 
fend the doctrine of future life and immortality. 

Every tradition, conjecture, or interpretation of scrip- 
ture which clashes with known or experimental princi- 
ples, should be rejected ; because nature is a manifes- 
tation of God to the eye of reason; and his works 
should not be construed to deny him. 

In the Dialogue continued in this paper, ** P. L.S." 
will find a correct statement of the resurrection and its 
effects, and is referred for answers to his last questions, 
to the communications which have appeared over the 
signature of ‘ ZUISTA 
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en 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Sir,—In reply to your questions under my commu- 
nication in your last Magazine, I beg leave to observe, 
that by divine vengeance, the anger of God, God's vis- 
iting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, and 
similar expressions in scripture, | understand that order 
of providence, that established course of nature, or 
whatever you please to call it, by which misery is as 
necessarily connected with sin, as any effect with its 
cause. This ‘‘ enlargement by way of illustration,” is 
deemed sufficient for the first and second questions. 

As to the third question I would observe, that I be- 
lieve that those who conform to the precepts and ex- 
ample of the Messiah, as far as human nature is capa- 
ble of doing, will be as happy as human nature is cap- 
able of being ; and in proportion as any come sbort of 
this, their happiness is forever diminished, that is less 
perfect than it would have been, had they been more 
virtuous and pious. 

The fourth question leads chiefly to a verbal criticism. 
Upon this I shall refer you to John viii. 5¢q3“Abraham 
rejoiced to see my day ; and he saw it, and was glad.” 
[ understand this text to mean, that, by the eye of faith, 
Abraham foresaw the day of Christ’s residence on earth, 
and if so, why not his character? And if he perceiv- 
ed beforehand what the character of the Saviour would 
be, I see not why he may not be said to have imitated 
it, with as much propriety as those are said to do so, 
who are now living, centuries after his ascension, and 
are acquainted with his character only through the 
medium of history. PRIESTLY. 


—— 





A Universalist was asked on his return home from 
hearing a Calvinist preach an evening lecture, why he 
went to hear a doctrine preached that be did net be- 
lieve ; calmly answered, *‘ The long celebrated and 
much admired Mr. Calvinism, appears to be just gone 
in a Consumption ; and you know it is very common 
for neighbours just to call and see an old acquaintance 
a few minutes when he is dying.” ‘ 
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A VISIT TO THE SOUTH. 

1 tert Boston on Monday the 15th instant and ar- 
rived at New Bedford the same day. In this most bean- 
titully situated town, there are a number of religious 
cocicties; the largest and most ancient is that of the 
l'RIENDS, who maintain a very respectable standing. 
Long may they continue an example of that simplicity 
and plainnees which not only characterise them but or- 
nament human nature. There is also a Congregation- 
al meeting, as I am informed, of the Unitarian order, 
which enjoys the public gifts of the Rev. Mr. Whitaker, 
whose liberality 1 understand is by no means approbat- 
ed by a second congregation of the Trinitarian and 
Calvinistic communion, which enjoy the public services 
of the Rev. Mr. Holmes. There is also a meeting of 
the Calvinistic Baptist, one of the Free Will Baptist 
and one of the Methodist order. These several con- 
gregations are comfortably accommodated with meet- 
ing houses. The two which belong to the Congrega- 
tional orders are an ornament to the place. In this 
pleasant town I preached one Lecture in a private 
house, there being no meeting house in the town whose 
owners were willing to have the doctrine of God’s uni- 
versal, impartial, unchangeable goodness preached with- 
: in its consecrated walls. In Fairhaven, a small but 
pleasant town on the opposite side of the river, I de- 
livered a discourse in an Academy, and one at the head 
i of the river in the meeting house formerly occupied by 
: the memorable Dr. West. In the precinct called Mat- 
tapoiset in the town of Rochester I was invited to 
| preach by Dr. Southworth, a respectable physician of 

that place, and one of the principal proprietors of the 

meeting house. But when I came there, the Rev. 

!.emuel Le Baron, who is the settled clergyman of the 

place, met me before the door of the house and forbid 

my going into the house ; alleging that I was a Univer- 
i salist, and that Universalism was subversive of chris- 
tianity. I invited the venerable old gentleman to go 
in with me, hear what I had to deliver, when he could 
the better judge, and if he pleased, point out to my 
bearers any error which he might think I had delivered. 
But this he declined, and persisted in forbidding me to 
preach in the house, contending that he had a right to 
control the question who should preach in his desk. 
I told him that the gentlemen who had given their 
consent for me to preach in the house were of respect- 
able standing, were the proprietors of the house, and if 
they had violated his privileges by putting me into the 
house they must be accountable. They told me that 
they owned the house, that it was the property of pro- 
prietors, that it did not belong to the precinct, nor to 
the minister. I told the Rev. Mr. Le Baron, that how- 
ever he might think it his duty to forbid my preaching 
i the house, I was unable to see it just for one, who 
did not own the property, to prevent those wha did 
irom the use of it, when their object was to worship 
God according to the dictates of their own conscience. 
i went in and a goodly number attended to the word. 
At evening I preached again at the Dr’s. house, where 
many gave a solemn attention. 

The next morning I felt it to be my duty to write 
the letter which is here published, and send it to the 
Rev. Lemuel Le Baron; not that I expected him to 
answer, but to suggest to him the amount of what he 
had said of Universalism. And it is here published for 
the consideration of many. 

The next day I preached in a meeting house at a 
place called Long Plains in the upper part of Fairbav- 
en, where a very worthy Elder Hix usually preaches, | 
believe of the Free Will Baptist communion. At al! 
these meetings there seemed to be enjoyed some de- 
gree, at least of that refreshing which comes from the 
presence of the Lord. And I am satisfied that the har- 
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vest is not only plenteous in these paris, but the ficlds 
are ripe, and many souls are longing for the bread of 
life. 


RocnEsterR, May 19, 1820. 

Rev. Sir,—When you met me yesterday before the 
meeting house door to forbid me going into the house, 
| you gave as the reason of so doing, thet I was «a Univer- 
| Salist, and that “ Universalism is subversive of chris- 
|tianity.”” Having meditated the subject with due cau- 
| tion, I feel that.it can be no violation of the strictest 
‘rules of propriety to call on you, in this way, to point 
|out to me wherein Universalism is subversive of chris- 
tianity. With a view to present you with what appears 
to me necessary to be done in this ease, I will state to 
you what I think Universalism is, and then you will be 
so kind as either to show me that what IJ state is not 
Universalism, or else show that it is subversive of chris- 
tianity. 

The promises which God made to the fathers, in 
which it is positively stated that in the seed of Abra- 
ham, which is Christ, all the nations, al] the fam- 
ilies, and all the kindreds of the earth shall be 
blessed, I humbly conceive are of universal import; 
but if you can show that they are not, and that any of 
the human family are excluded from the promises ; or 
on the other hand, if you can prove that these promises 
are subversive of christianity, you will maintain your 
assertion. The prophet David says; ** The Lord is 
good unto all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works.’? Will you, Rev. Sir, undertake to prove that 
| this is subversive of christianity? or will you undar- 
take to show that it is not universal? All God’s works, 
it appears to me, must comprehend the universe, and 
if he is good to all, and if his tender mercies are over 
all, I cannot see why this is not Universalism? It is 
declared by the inspired writers of the New Testament, 
that the mediator gave himself a ransom for all men; 
that he by the grace of God, tasted death for every 
man, and that he is the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world. ‘This well attested testimony I believe, 
is Universalism; but if you think not, be so good as to 
show that all men, erery man, and the whole world 
come short of universal ; or on the other hand, endeav- 
or to show that this testimony is subversive of christian- 
ity. St. Paul says, that God our Saviour “ will have 
all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth.”” This is what I view to be Universalism; 
but if you think otherwise, I will thank you to point 
out wherein it is not so; or on the other hand, show 
that God’s will to save all men is subversive of chris- 
tianity. To the Romans, St. Paul says; ‘Now we 
know, that what things soever the Jaw saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law, that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God—For all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of Ged ; being justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” It appears to me 
that this testimony, both in regard to the guilt of man- 
kind, and in regard to the free grace by whioh all are 
justified is evidently universal ; but if you think other- 
wise, be so good as to point it out; or on the other 
hand, show that this universe] justification is subver- 
sive of christianity. ‘This author furthermore says to 
the Romans; “ Therefore, as by the offence Of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even 
so by the ri,hteousness of one the free gift came upon 
all men unto justification of life.” Will you, dear sir, 
endeavour to show that this is not Universalism? Or 
will you attempt to prove that it is subversive of chris- 
tianity? To the Ephesians our apostle speaks as fol- 
lows; ** Having made known unto us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleasure which he pur- 
posed in himself; that in the dispensation of the full- 
ness of time he might gather togetber in one all things 
in Christ, both which arein heaven and which are on 
earth.” To the Colossians he says; ** For it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fullness dwell ; and 
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him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, Tsay, 
whether they be things in earth or things in heaven.”’ 
These several testimonies appear to me to comprehend 
universal reconciliation to God, through Jesus Christ ; 
but if you cay show the contrary, or if you can prove 
that these passages are subversive of christianity, you 
will maintain your assertion. This inspired apostle 
further says to the Corinthians; ‘* But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them 
that slept—For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” If all men die in Adam, and 
if all men are made alive in Christ, this appears to be 
universal; but if you can show that it is not, or if you 
can prove that it is subversive of christianity, | must.on 
my part, acknowledge that you maintain the ground 
which you have taken. We readin Revelations thas; 
‘* And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I, saying, blessing and 
honour, and glory and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and anto the Lamb forever and ever.” 
Rev. Sir, is this any thing less than universal, or does 
it subvert christianity ? 

Now let us turn our thoughts to the providence of 
our heavenly Father. Does not the sun shine univer- 
sally, and the moon likewise? Do not the clouds give 
rain to all, and the fruits of the earth grow for the ben- 
efit of all? Is not the vital air for the life of all, and 
are not all equally entitled to the waters? 

This, Rev. Sir, in my view, is Universalism ; but if 
you can show that it is not, or if you can prove that the 
universal, izapartial goodness of God, in his providence 
is subversive of christianity, you will maintain the as- 
sertion which lay as the cause in your mind why you- 
ought to forbid me to preach in the meeting house, 
where I was invited to preach by the proprietors, who 
built and own the house. 

I humbly entreat you, Rev. Sir, not to be offended 
because I have, in this way, called on you to maintain 
your assertion ; but condescend to either grant my re- 
quest, or be so candid as to say that it is out of your 
power so to do. And may God’s universal, impartial 
grace forever abide in both our hearts, prevail every 
where, and finally be the theme of universal nature. 

Your most humble fellow servant in Christ, 
HOSEA BALLOU. 
Rev. Lemuxp Le Baron. 


Eye 


AN IMPORTANT. QUESTION. 

The scriptures declare, ‘* he that believeth shall be 
saved ; and he that believeth not shal] be damned.” 
If this damnation which is here spoken of, mean ** end- 
less misery,” what construction will you put upon the 
declaration, that ‘‘ God hath concluded aut in unbelief, 


that He-might have mercy upon ALL”? 
[¥. York Gospel Herald. 











To Correspondents, 
We must again ask the indulgence of our correspon- 
dents for the omission of their favours. 
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MARRIED, 
In this town, by the: Rey. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Issac 
Thayer, merchant, of Charleston, S. C. to Miss Eleanot 
Brown, second daughter of Mr. John Perry.—-Mr. Rob- 
ert Vinal, merchant, of Roxbury, to Miss Lydia Stqne, 
of Charlestown. 
Mr. William Adams to Miss Eliza C. Parkhurst. 
Mr. Hezekiah Hodges to Miss Jane G. Hoskins. 
In New York, Doct. Edward Reynolds of this town, 
to Miss Adeline Ellen Pratt, daughter of Wm. Pratt, 
Esq. of Liverpool, (ing.) 
eR aa 


DIED,. 
In this town, Mrs. Sarah I. Cunningham, wife of Jo- 








(having made peace through the blood of his cross) by 


seph L. Cunningham, aged 33.—r. Nathaniel Low, 
36.—Mr. Robert Hill, a native of Scotla:d, 36.—°nin- 
fant daughter of Wm. Cros, jr. 2 mont s.—! iz. Fox, , 
daughter of Sam’ Poy-on, 5 years.—William Farkec. 
only child of Parker Fowle, 16 days. . 
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POETS’ CORNER. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


THE NATIVITY. 
IN days of yore, in fields all green and fair, 
The shepherds stood ; a friendly angel there 
Proclaim’d a glorious Saviour’s natal day ; 
When the celestial being came in view, 
Astonish’d at the sight, the trembling few 
Stood wrapt in wonder, weakness and dismay. 


Frail mortals, bid your sad forebodings cease, 
This grand precursor of the Prince of Peace, 
Waits to inform you where the infant lies ; 
Leave your vocations, seek the blest retreats 
Hasten to pay your homage at his feet, 
Let songs of praises and thankegivings rise ! 


See in the air, see an aeriel host, 

Winging their way from the bright radiant coast 
Of heaven’s vaulted canopy ; they low’r ; 
Hark! hear their notes! glory to God on high; 

Peace to this earth; Jesus was born to die; 
All sung with sanction from celestial pow’r. 


O glorious theme! mortals, come join the strain, 
Echo your pans ’cross th’ extended plain 
Of Nature’s empire—let the subject roll 
O’er lands and seas, hills high and vallies deep, 
Heathens shall hear the song, cease not to keep 
It sounding long and loud from pole to pole. 


Earth’s compass is too smal], our -oul and we 
Are insufficient: Heaven’s minstrelsey 
* | Join the grand chorus, strike their tuneful lyres ; 
All to proclaim to men good will and peace ; 
Epliv’ning sounds, continue, never cease ; 
Our souls are fill’d with pure angelic fires. 


Is this the song which once in heaven rung? 
Is this the song, immortal angels sung ? 

Is this the song, the shepherds love to hear? 
‘Why then should men, frail, mortal men incline, 
To alter Nature’s laws, baffle this scheme divine, 

And bind weak, wav’ring minds in slavish fear ? 


{s this the Saviour, once so much esteem’d ; 
But now, alas! an angry fiend proclaim’d ? 

His character perverted, and his death 
Destroy’d! What's worse? Dear Jesus, ever reign, 
Break superstition’s bounds, tradition’s chain, 

Let grace unbounded rise with ev’ry breath. 

W. 


— —_____| 
VOR THE MAGAZINE, 
vows 

‘+ We are saved by hope.””»—Rom. viii. 24. 
SWIFT pass our lessning hours and years away, 
Nor prayers, nor tears, can gain a moment’s stay ; 
Foolish spent times pass on—but not their pains, 
Which sting with guilt, shame, grief, till wisdom reigns. 
Hail! wise spent time, how bright, how sweet, how fair; 
But, mispent hours, blanks, worse than blanks you are. 
Can we recal you? No: nor could an endless day 
Fill up your blanks, or do you all away. 
Then let us pause, be wise, be circumspect, 
Nor let a future day pass with neglect. 


In future’s volume scenes august await, 
Which open with the steady march of fate, 
We with anticipation’s telescope 
Survey them through its glasses life and hope: 
Life teaches truth, nor good, nor ill denies: 
Hope brings near nought but good ; that magnifies ; 
Judgment in spite of hope guards us with fears, 
And saves from more, yet causes many tears ; 
Hope still persists and from yon opening skies, 
Brings life, friends, bliss; yea all things to our eyes ; 
And ever constant to fair virtue’s friends, 
Is a fruition now which aever ends. 

SPECTATOR, 


UNIVERSALIS MAGAZINE. 


From the Albany Plough Boy. 


SPRING. 


LOOK through creation, and behold 
The wonders of Almighty pow’r ; 
Eternal Wisdom’s works unfold, 
In ev’ry leaf—in ev'ry flower ; 
There is a God, all good, all wise, 
The very meanest insect cries. 


Seasons, revolving in their spheres, 
A thousand rural beauties bring 
But loveliest of the group appears, 
The green-dressed beauty, charming Spring, 
The music of whose morning voice, 
Bids all the sons of earth rejoice. 


Winter is death—when Nature mourns 
To see her offspring lifeles lie ; 
, Summer and autumn weep, by turns, 
To see their children droop and die ; 
But Spring revives their hopes again, 
Ahd breathes new life through ev’ry vein. 


How emblematic of that day, 
The glorious resurrection morn, 
When, deck’d in brigher robes than May, 
In robes that angel hosts adorn, 
The soul redeem’d shall burst its tomb, 
And in immortal glory bloom. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


mare 
Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 198. 


Lim, | have thought much, dear friend, on the sub- 
ject you proposed in our last conversation, and though 
I fee! in some measure unprepared to answer your ques- 
tion, I am satisfied that it is a question which every 
one ought to decide before they undertake to advocate 
the doctrine of a future state of punishment. The rea- 
son why I feel settled in this particular, is because | 
am fully satisfied that the resurrection of Jesus, by 
which life and immortality are brought to light, is the 
only ground of the christian’s hope of an immortal state; 
and I am as folly convinced that his resurrection was 
never designed to bring to light an immortal state of 
misery ; or in other words, an immortal state which is 
subject to misery. Therefore if we undertake to vin- 
dicate a state of future misery or punishment, it appears 
{to me we must be able to support the idea of a state of 
being between this mortal and the immortal. But 
whether this can be shown from the divine testimony | 
have at least some doubts ] confess; yet I wish to sug- 
gest one or two passages which some have thought fav- 
our such a belief. One is the words of the Saviour to 
the thief on the cross; ‘* Verily, 1 say unto thee, this 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.» Now we sup- 
pose that paradise isa state of bliss, and as Jesus him- 
self did not rise from the dead that day, he could not 
be in the resurrection state with the thief to whom he 
said, ‘* this day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 1 
will thank you for such remarks on this subject as you 
may think necessary to present it in its true light. 

Uni. This I will do with all readiness, hoping at the 
same time, that if my views on the subject are not cor- 
rect they may have no effect in misleading your mind ; 
but that you will be able to discover my error to my own 
advantage. That paradise is not a state which lies be- 
tween this mortal existence and the immortal, | am in- 
clined to think is inferable from St. Paul’s description 
of one who was taken up into the third heaven, which 
heaven he calls paradise. The third heaven and para- 
dise are therefore one; but it would bardly appear rea- 
sonable to suppose that the third heaven was a state of 
existence lower than, or short of the immortal. There 
is but one more passage, I believe, where the word par- 
adise occurs in the scriptures, and this is an address to 
the church of Ephesus, in which it is said; ** To him 





that overcometh will I give to eat of the bread of life, 


which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” | te 
lieve that the tree of life on which the believer feeds 
hy faith, is no where short of the immortal state, But 
this tree of life is in the midst of the paradise of God, 
And I think that this form of expression indicates Gods 
special habitation. But then you will ask, why did 
Jesus say to the thief; ** This day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise’?? Reply; By placing the pause in 
the sentence so as to express the idea that Jesus said 
to this penitent on the day they were crucified, that 
he should in scme future time be with him in paradise 
all appears clear. The sense of the words of Jesus des 
pends on where we place the comma, as any one may 
see, by turning to the passage. 

Lim. | must think on this subject and on your re- 
marks a little more, before it will be prudent for me to 
come toa full conclusion. In the meartime I will state 
another passage on the same subject. St. Paul said to 
the Phillippiane ; ‘* | am in a strait betwixt two, having 
a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which is far 
better.’ By this passage one would conclude that St. 
Paul was of opinion that be should be with Christ im- 
mediately after he departed from this mortal life; and 
if so, it seems that from the period of the dissolution of 
his body, until the resurreetion he would occupy a 
state of being, which lies between this mortal and that 
immortal state of which this apostle spake in 1 Cor, xv. 
But | am willing to hear and duly cousider any thing 
which you have to offer on this weighty subject. 


TO BE CONTINUED, 


——— 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


Mr. Eniron,—Being called upon a few days ago to 
attend the funeral of a Mrs. G. in a neighbouring town; 
at the house of mourning,the bereaved husband observ- 
ed, that in parting with his beloved friend and compan> 
ion he had the consolation to behold her perfect y re 
conciled and submissive to the will of ber Father in 
heaven, cheered with the divine hope of a glorious and 
happy immortality, not only for herself but for all man- 
kind, that she could bid a short farewell to her husband 
and children in the full assurance of faith that they 
should soon meet in that blessed world, where they 
should never, never be separated. And | bave had the 
evidence, added the husband, wiping the ful] tear that 
trembled in his eye, | have had the fullest evidence not- 
withstanding all that has been said to the contrary, that 
one Universalist has died, without renouncing the sen- 
timent. C. 


——————— 
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“Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. 
TO ALL WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN. 


The word damnation occurs but /en times in the 
whole scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. And 
the word damned, but three times. While the word 
SALVATION is mentioned one hundred & seventy times! 

N. B. How many times are the words damnation and 
dazered, mentioned in one SERMON? 

[.N. York Gospel Herald. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 

The Cuiip’s Scripturat Carecuism, by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and & cents single 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short his- 
tory of the Anthor’s Life.—By Saumon Dutton, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 
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